perished altogether, mostly due to the nature of schoolbooks and to the fact that they became outdated. For this reason the new fragment reported here is of interest and it is a remarkable find. It is located in the John Rylands University Library of Manchester. It belongs to the LA version recorded as item 23153.8 in the revision of the Short-title catalogue* These two leaves were printed in c.1509, probably by John Rastell in London, and represent a separate edition of the LA, extant editions of which bridge a period from c.1495 to 1519. Each further edition of this treatise which comes to light will not only reveal new characteristics typical of the individual edition, but to some extent it will also modify the picture of the whole series of extant editions of a version in a way which will provide new insight into the production and usage of these schoolbooks and their role in elementary education.
The two extant leaves, which bear the signatures b3 and b4, contain the following consecutive passage of the whole LA text: the discussion of the adverb, except for about the first two lines; the full discussion of the participle and the conjunction; and about the first sixth of the discussion of the preposition. By comparison with the layout of the text and its distribution on the pages in the preceding and following editions, it can be assumed that gathering b originally consisted of six leaves, preceded by gathering a, probably consisting of eight leaves.5 The two extant leaves are bound in place of the original leaves b3 and b4 in an edition of the Latin grammar Donatus minor cum Remigio, printed by Wynkyn de Worde in Fleet Street in London, in about 1508-09.6 In terms of content, they do not fit into the gap in the Latin text, which ends on folio b2v with the discussion of the second conjugation of the active voice of the verb docere1 and continues after the two missing leaves with the discussion of the fourth conjugation of the passive voice of the verb audire.
It is obvious that the binder of the Latin grammar was governed solely by signatures when assembling pages in front of him into the right order. The first leaf of the Donatus., which collates a6 b6, contains the title-page and remains unsigned. Only the third folio of the a-gathering and the first two folios of the b-gathering are signed. These signatures consist of small letters and lower-case Roman numerals, the latter being enclosed within full-stops and ending with an elongated final i (e.g. b.ij.). The two leaves of the English grammar now bound in gathering b continue the sequence of the lower-case Roman numerals, but leaf b3 is signed with a small letter b and three identical lower-case Roman numerals, and only one full-stop is used to separate the small letter from the numeral (b.iii), as is shown by the reproduction on page 189. Consequently the b-gathering of the Donatus is signed 1-3, whereas in the a-gathering only the third leaf is signed. However, the mistake made by the binder, the warehouseman or whoever set out the sheets in signature order, helped preserve part of a copy of an otherwise unknown edition of the LA, additional to the eight previously known editions of this schooltext. 8 We cannot know when the LA fragment was bound into the Donatus, but it seems likely that it was a mistake made when the book was bound for the first time, where b leaves from one unbound book were accidentally confused with b leaves from another. This, at least, gives evidence that these editions of the two elementary schoolbooks were available at the same time and probably bound in the same shop.
This fragment, which is interesting for its own sake as one of the two earliest printed works at present known by John Rastell,9 also represents one of the probably many successive stages by which these short grammars were produced in different printing-houses. The new edition, which I have designated DD, can be dated c. 1509 on typographical evidence, and precedes the text designated E in the chronological order of editions. As for the transmission of this version, individual editions of the LA were frequently reprinted throughout the first two decades of the sixteenth century, and probably some time beyond, on the basis of printed copy-texts. It was much less effort to the compositor, saved time, and also helped reduce costs, to set up the text from a printed copy rather than go back to a manuscript. Consequently a version which was already available in print was reprinted and could become dominant due to the quantity of copies produced as a result. But leaving aside the typographical presentation of each edition, which reflects printing- house strategies at the time the text was issued, and also the signs of use in some copies, e.g. manuscript notes and corrections, the actual text of each edition preserves varying stages of revision, resulting from influence of the copy-text, possible corrections from other sources, and also smaller additions, omissions and linguistic changes made by the compositor.
The process of textual transmission from the first to the last extant edition of the LA version is by no means linear, though all the texts are closely related to one another. 10 Text DD was printed in about 1509, a time when the printed editions of the various different versions of the Accidence grammar were gaining influence, and when the range of printed schoolbooks being issued from London and Antwerp presses about this time was generally increasing. 11 The first two extant editions of the LA, A and B, printed by Wynkyn de Worde in Westminster, can be dated about 1495 and 1499 respectively and reveal a close typographical and textual relationship. The subsequent editions reprinted by different printers in London and Antwerp in the first two decades of the sixteenth century indicate that there was an enormous demand and hence a market for these schooltexts, which could not be satisfied only by presses situated in England, but the later of these editions no longer reveal a straightforward textual relationship, and it is not possible to make conjectures on the subject on the strength of the very scanty material at our disposal. In brief, the edition designated C 
